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39 An evil spirit keeps semmg him, making him scream. It
throws him into convulsions so that he foams at the mouth. It
batters him and hardly ever leaves him alone. - Luke 9:39 NLT
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Can you believe it's 2025?! Just yesterday we were counting down the minutes until 2024,
setting our new goals, and for some anxiously awaiting a better, more hopeful year. Well, the
time has come yet again for us to reflect on this past year and what God has revealed and
allowed and move forward. Before we set new goals and announce our New Year's resolutions,
we must set aside some time to thoughtfully consider the spiritual lessons we've learned.
Reflecting on the past is an incredibly important discipline that helps us remember what God
has done in our lives so we can continue to testify about His grace and mercy. In Luke 8:39 a
tormented man lived as an outcast for many years, naked and alone in the tombs of Gadara,
near Galilee. When he saw Jesus, he fell to his knees and shouted at the top of his voice, begging
for mercy from God. Jesus commanded the demons to leave him and then cast them into a herd
of pigs that rushed down the steep bank into a lake and drowned. The man was healed
physically, but more importantly, spiritually. He was so overwhelmed with gratitude for what
Jesus had done, that he begged to travel with Jesus and stay by His side. Jesus had other plans.
Instead, Jesus told him to go - “forward” and sh&e his story - and he did. This man continued to
reflect on what God had done and testify to others over and over again. What was once a burden
became an amazing story of God’s authority to change someone's life. People can try to deny
Christ, dispute Scripture, and ignore prophecy, but they cannot deny, dispute, or ignore God's
transformational power in someone's life. Let us never deny the call to move forward. As we
reflect on our stories of pain and adversity to strength and overcoming in Christ our stories
serve as a testimony of God's faithfulness and power, evidence that God really can take what the
devil meant for evil and use it for good. What an amazing time in the life of our church to
move forward as we celebrate our 120th Church Anniversary. It's an equally amazing time
personally as we embark upon a new year embracing whatever the Lord has in store. Let's go
forward - fortified in our faith to finish - together!

Shalom!
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January 19th

New Hope
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561 Gilliam Road
Greer, SC
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Deaconess Ministry Meeting
10:00-11:00 a.m.

Miracle Menda
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Apostle Robert Genovese will ‘be our guest!
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Joint Ministry Leaders
of the month 1N
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Trustees: Bennie Gibson, Elaine Davis,
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Marco Nestola, Harold Smith, Adrain Jackson AN Just remember, while you

Deacons: Alfred Meadors, Mark Peake, B WorShlp and while you tarry...
Leotus Davis, Lee Sartor, Larry Porter ]r. e LT ' NO FOOD OR DRINK in the

5 fy sanctuary!
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Paxton is down!

Pay your tithes with ease with credit card,
debit card, online through Pay Pal or
the CBC Cash App
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2 ,; i e Spartanburg) for all worship experiences & virtual =

' &” Bible Study on Wednesdays @ 6:30 pm!
._ 2 Download our CBC App, create a profile and save
864-689-2996 in your contacts on your phone for
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Pursuing the
Prize

12 I don’t mean to say that I have already achieved these things or that I have already reached
perfection. But I press on to possess that perfection for which Christ Jesus first possessed me. 13
No, dear brothers and sisters, I have not achieved it, but I focus on this one thing: Forgetting the

past and looking forward to what lies ahead, 14 I press on to reach the end of the race and receive
the heavenly prize for which God, through Christ Jesus, is calling us. ~ Philippians 3:12-14

A new year, a time to reset, refocus, realign, and move forward in faith in our lives. If
you're like me I am already set my focus on what is ahead. The year 2024 for many of
us was a year of challenge, loss, lessons, and even some regret. Yet, I pray that we can
all be encouraged by the words of Paul in this third chapter of his letter to the church at
Phillippi. Paul understood loss he understood living out the repercussions of his actions
because he persecuted the believers in Jesus. It seems as if we catch Paul mid-sentence
in this scripture where he is encouraging believers and sharing his own personal
relationship with Jesus Christ. Paul was a highly educated man who could have easily
boasted about what he had attained. Instead he says that he has not reached perfection
and that he is now focused on a prize. To focus on a prize that was before him he had
to forget the past and look forward. Notice the prize was not in his memories or what
happened yesterday. It was in fact on what lay ahead.

So often we let yesterday distract us from embracing today and we also let last year
determine our outlook on the coming year. I totally understand! I have fallen into the
same mindset and patterns. We can no longer drive forward looking in our rearview
mirror. We will wreck our car. Not this year. Let us move forward pressing our way
past old mindsets and behavior patterns and focus solely on pursuing the prize that
Christ offers through a real relationship with Him. Let’s go! I'll see you at the top.

Stay Encouraged!
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